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Questions & Statements for Discussion

1., The competitiveness of U.S. agriculture in global and domestic market. "How should
farm policy be designed to maximize U.S. competitiveness and our country's ability to
compete effectively in global markets?"

2. The challenges facing new farmers and ranchers as they enter agriculture. “How
should farm policy address any unintended consequences and ensure that such
consequences do not discourage new farmers and the next generation of farmers from
entering production agriculiure?”

3. The appropniateness and effectiveness of the distribution of farm program benefits.
“How should farm policy be designed to effectively and fairly distribute assistance to
producers?” '

4. The achievement of conservation and environmental goals. “How can farm policy
best achieve conservation and environmental goals?"

5. The enhancement of rural economic growth. "How can Federal rural and farm
programs provide effective assistance in rusal areas?"
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6. Opportunities to expand agricultural pfoducts, markets, and research. "How should
these agncultural product, marketing, and research-related issues be addressed in the next
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